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Central St. Matthew United Church of Christ 
Order of Service

“America the Beautiful” arr. Terri HutchingsPrelude

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”*Opening Hymn NCH #4

“I Dream a World”
(Tyrone Chambers, Tenor)

Anthem by Rosephanye Powell 

Sixth Sunday After Pentecost

Ringing of the Bells

Lighting of Candles Acolyte

Welcome and Announcements

*Call to Worship
Leader: Rejoice, people of God, for our humble Savior comes bringing peace, hope, and freedom.
People: We come rejoicing, trusting in the God who restores prisoners of hope.
Leader: The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
People: God upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down.
Leader: Christ calls us from worship into witness, from belief into bold discipleship.
People: We gather to be strengthened as disciples who make disciples through love, justice, 
and grace.
Leader: Come, let us worship the One who sends us into the world.
People: We come ready to learn, ready to follow, and ready to serve.

Kathleen Turner

*Invocation
Gracious and loving God, meet us in this sacred moment. Open our hearts to receive 
your Word, our minds to understand your call, and our lives to embody your love. 
Teach us what it means to follow Jesus with humility, courage, and compassion. 
Shape us into disciples who do not keep the good news to ourselves, but carry it into 
our homes, communities, and world. May our witness invite others into healing, 
hope, justice, and belonging. Amen.

July 5, 2026

Scripture Reading
The Old Testament
The Gospel 
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Zechariah 9:9-12
Matthew 28:16-20

(At the asterisk*, all who are able, please stand. Congregation responses are in bold)



Jesus meets the disciples even in their doubt and still sends them forward with purpose. So 
we come honestly before God, confessing the ways we have hesitated, resisted, or forgotten 
that discipleship is not only about what we believe, but how we live, love, and serve.

Call to Reconciliation

Beloved, hear the good news: the God who is gracious and merciful does not abandon us in 
our doubt or failure. In Christ, we are forgiven, restored, and sent again. We are called not 
because we are perfect, but because God’s love is faithful. Go forward in peace, as 
disciples renewed to make disciples in love. Thanks be to God. Amen

Assurance of Pardon

Merciful God, forgive us for the moments when we have received your grace but 
failed to extend it to others. Forgive us for being silent when our witness was needed, 
hesitant when courage was required, and comfortable when you called us to go. 
Forgive us for treating discipleship as membership instead of movement, as routine 
instead of responsibility. Restore us as prisoners of hope. Lift us when we fall, 
strengthen us when we doubt, and send us again to make disciples through radical 
love, humble service, and public witness. Amen.

Unison Prayer of Confession

Silence is Kept

(All the children are invited to come forward as all sing)
This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.
Water, God’s Word, bread & cup, prayer & song: This is where children belong.

The Children’s Sermon Rev. Allan Eickelmann

The Prayer of the Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer

“Disciples Making Disciples”Sermon Rev. Allan Eickelmann

Call to Communion

Special Music

The Words of Institution
The UCC Statement of Faith Insert
The Distribution of the Bread and Cup

All are welcome at the table!

The Sacrament of Holy Communion

Please turn to your neighbor and say “The Peace of Christ be with you,” 
and respond by saying, “And also with you.”

*Passing of Peace

“Take My Life, God, Let it Be”*Pulpit Hymn NCH  #448



Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God
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“My Country Tis of Thee”Organ Postlude arr. Mack Wilberg

(Please join the Circle of Friendship)
Bind us together, Lord, bind us together with cords that cannot be broken.
Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, Lord, bind us together in love.
There is only one God, there is only one king. There is only one body.
That is why we sing. Bind us together...

“Bind Us Together”*Parting Hymn TFWS #2226

*Benediction

Carrying of the Light into the World Acolyte

“Here I Am Lord”*The Closing Hymn AAHH #567

*Doxology NCH #781
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Christ the Word in flesh born low;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; One God, Triune, whom we adore.

“You are well acquainted with the favor shown by our Savior Jesus Christ, who, though 
rich, became poor for your sake, so that you might become rich by Christ’s poverty.”

2 Corinthians 9:8Offertory Sentence
The Offering

“Didn't It Rain”
(Tyrone Chambers, Tenor)

arr. Uzee BrownOffertory


