
Service of Worship  
                                 Central St. Matthew United Church of Christ 
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost                          September 12, 2021                                                                                       
Congregation responses are in bold type. 
 
Ringing of the Bells 
 
Piano Prelude    “His Eye is on the Sparrow”     
 
Lighting of the Candles 
 
Words of Welcome and Announcements                                                    Wilson Boveland 
 
*Call to Worship                    Michael Boucree 
 

In the best and worst of times, we hear the call of faith to join in worship. 
From deep within, we sense the need to offer praise and offer up our burdens. 
Despite the circumstances we face, God desires to provide the very best for all of 
earth’s children. 
So we come to the gathering of Christ’s disciples, where we find God’s 
provisions in abundance, satisfying the true hungers of our hearts.  
 

*The Opening Hymn  “God of Grace and God of Glory” vs. 1, 2, 3, 5          NCH #436 
 

Please refrain from singing and continue wearing your mask. 
*Invocation 
 

Gracious God, we gather this morning in this house of worship which, thanks to 
Your love, is our home away from home. We come to add our human voices to 
the chorus of praise raised by Your creation! We come as we are – distracted and 
weary, hopeful and open – knowing that You accept us and are ever mindful of 
our cares and joys. Still in us now the many voices that clamor for attention, that 
we might center ourselves upon You. Speak to us in word and melody and quiet, 
that we may be renewed in our faith and strengthened for Your service. In 
Christ’s name, Amen.  
 

The Scripture Readings         
 The Gospel                   Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 The Epistle              James 1:17-27 

 

                    This is the Word of the Lord                                                                                                                                 
  Thanks be to God! 
 
Children’s Time                     Pastor Brockett 
 This, this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng. 
 Water, God’s Word , bread and cup, prayer, and song: This is where children belong. 

 
Call to Reconciliation 
 

Let us join together in a spirit of confession. Let us pray.  
 
Unison Prayer of Forgiveness 

 

Gracious and generous God, we confess that we are quick to speak and slow to listen, 
allowing anger to rise within us, instead of patience and kindness. We speak words we 
later regret, but cannot undo. We hear Your word, but don’t always act in accordance 
with Your will. Forgive us, O God, we pray. Help us to look closely and honestly in the 
mirror, all the while knowing that You are there too, seeing us through eyes of 
compassion and grace. 
 

Silence is Kept 
 

Hear us now, O Lord, as we confess silently to you, of a time in which we allowed anger to 
direct our thoughts or actions… 
 

Assurance of Pardon        
 

God has created us with hearts that yearn for goodness, even in the midst of wrong choices or 
wrong actions. We have this good news – the grace of our Lord Jesus is available to all. Hear 
and proclaim the good news. 
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!  

 
*Passing of the Peace of Christ   (Greet each other with waves or air high fives) 
 
The Offering 

 

 Offertory Sentence              Matthew 5:23-24 
“So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has 
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your 

brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift.” 
 

The  Offertory    “His Eye is on the Sparrow”        L. Zaninelli 
            Juliana Starr (soloist) 
      
Sermon     “Quick, Slow, Slow”        Rev. Philip K. Brockett 
 
Song of Response      “Goodness is Stronger Than Evil”     TFWS #2219 
 
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer           (debts & debtors) 
 
Carrying of the Light into the World                               Acolyte 

 



 
*Parting Hymn            “Bind Us Together” 
 

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together with cords that cannot be broken. 
Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, Lord, bind us together in love. 

There is only one God, there is only one King.  There is only one body. 
That is why we sing. Bind us together… 

 
*Benediction 
 
Organ Postlude         “Postlude”         Gordon Young 

 
 

Altar flowers are given to the glory of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minister of Music – Mr. Steven Edwards 
Music reprinted with permission under One License #A-723020 
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