
 
Central St. Matthew United Church of Christ 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost – October 18, 2020 Livestream Worship 
Congregation responses are in bold 

 
*Call to Worship 

We turn our attention to You, O Lord incline your heart 
towards us. 
That together we may worship you in spirit and truth. 

  
 Opening Hymn        

Joyful Joyful         AAHH #120 
 

*Invocation 
We turn toward You, O Lord, with our intention. We 
want to know You more fully and experience Your love 
completely. Work within our hearts and our spirits, so 
that the turning is gentle and faithful, by the power of 
Your Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading 
 

The Old Testament        Exodus 33:12-23 

33:12 Moses said to the LORD, "See, you have said to 

me, 'Bring up this people'; but you have not let me know 

whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, 'I know 

you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.' 

 



 
 

33:13 Now if I have found favor in your sight, show me 

your ways, so that I may know you and find favor in your 

sight. Consider too that this nation is your people." 

 

33:14 He said, "My presence will go with you, and I will 

give you rest." 

 

33:15 And he said to him, "If your presence will not go, do 

not carry us up from here. 

 

33:16 For how shall it be known that I have found favor in 

your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In 

this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from 

every people on the face of the earth." 

 

33:17 The LORD said to Moses, "I will do the very thing 

that you have asked; for you have found favor in my sight, 

and I know you by name." 

 

33:18 Moses said, "Show me your glory, I pray." 

 

33:19 And he said, "I will make all my goodness pass 

before you, and will proclaim before you the name, 'The 

LORD'; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, 

and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 

 



 
 

33:20 But," he said, "you cannot see my face; for no one 

shall see me and live." 

 

33:21 And the LORD continued, "See, there is a place by 

me where you shall stand on the rock; 

 

33:22 and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft 

of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have 

passed by; 

 

33:23 then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my 

back; but my face shall not be seen." 

 

The Epistle             Matthew 22:15-22 

22:15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in 
what he said. 
 
22:16 So they sent their disciples to him, along with the 
Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that you are 
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, 
and show deference to no one; for you do not regard 
people with partiality. 
 
22:17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes 
to the emperor, or not?" 
 
 



 
 

22:18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, "Why are you 
putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 
 
22:19 Show me the coin used for the tax." And they 
brought him a denarius. 
 
22:20 Then he said to them, "Whose head is this, and 
whose title?" 
 
22:21 They answered, "The emperor's." Then he said to 
them, "Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the 
emperor's, and to God the things that are God's." 
 
22:22 When they heard this, they were amazed; and they 
left him and went away. 
 

Children’s Moment                                    Pastor Brockett 
 
Call to Reconciliation 
Scripture tells us that if we confess our sins, God is faithful 
and just, and will forgive our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. Let us confess together, knowing that 
God listens with a gentle and loving ear. 

 

Unison Prayer for Forgiveness 
God, You are gracious and full of mercy. We ask Your 
forgiveness for acting in ways that we regret, in ways 
that take us far from Your desire for our lives. We have 
forgotten to be grateful for what we have, and have 
yearned instead for what is not ours. We have 



 
 

forgotten Your call to justice and sincerity, and have 
overlooked the needs of others. We have even 
forgotten You, when life gets busy and demanding, 
and forgotten the work You are calling each one of us 
to do. Forgive us, O Lord, and cleanse us from our sin. 
In the name of Jesus. 

 
Silence is kept 

And hear us, O Lord, as we confess to You in silence, of a 

way in which we have forgotten You… 

Assurance of Pardon 
The One who raised Jesus from the dead rescues us from 
our sinfulness. Hear this good news of the gospel: 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 

 
Offering            
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Sermon           Rev. Philip K. Brockett 

 
 

Communion  Use whatever elements you have 
       All are welcome! 
Benediction 
 
 

 
Our Parting Song     “Lord, Help Me to Hold Out” 

 
Virtual Coffee Hour 


