
Following you will fi nd short biographies of three infl uential African American inovators.  
The source for this information came from the website Biography.com published by A&E 
Television Network.  

Autherine Juanita Lucy was born on October 
5, 1929, in Shiloh, Alabama, to Minnie Maud 
Hosea and Milton Cornelius Lucy. A keen 
student who was the youngest of 10 siblings 
on a family farm, Lucy went on to earn a 
teaching certifi cate from Selma University 
before attending Birmingham’s Miles College, 
graduating with a bachelor’s in English. There 
she met Pollie Ann Myers, a more outgoing and 
activist-focused student who suggested that they 
enroll at the all-white, state-backed University of 
Alabama for its graduate school program. They 
were accepted in 1952 until university offi  cials 
realized the two women were African American. 

Upon Lucy’s and Myers’s arrival to the admissions offi  ce, they were barred from 
enrolling. Having already enlisted the NAACP’s aid, with attorneys Arthur Shores 
and Thurgood Marshall the two petitioned for university admittance. 

Lucy later became an English teacher at a Mississippi high school. It wasn’t until 
the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education ruling, declaring segregation illegal in public 
schools, that she would once again confront the University of Alabama’s policies. 
In the summer of 1955, a federal judge ruled that the school had to admit the two 
women, though the institution denied Myers’s admission on the grounds that she had 
been pregnant out of wedlock. After much prayer, Lucy decided to attend by herself 
and, on February 1, 1956, became the fi rst African-American student to enroll at the 
school.

Receiving great support from the surrounding black community, including 
transportation as she wasn’t allowed to live on campus, and clandestine words of 
encouragement from a handful of white students, Lucy ultimately faced great danger 
after starting her studies. Her family received threats via phone and by the third day 
of her classes—Monday, February 6—a huge, out-of-control mob had appeared 
with deadly taunts towards Lucy. Keeping herself safe in a locked room and turning 
to prayer once again, she eventually had to be spirited off  campus with police 
protection. The university board then barred Lucy from attending on the grounds that 
the school was unsafe for her. Marshall and Shores then issued a formal complaint, 
including language that said the institution had conspired with the aggressors. 
Though the claim was later withdrawn, the board used that as grounds to permanently 
expel Lucy because she had made “false and baseless accusations” about the school.

Lucy continued with civil rights work for a time, doing lecture engagements before 
opting to leave the spotlight. She married fellow Miles College student and minister 
Hugh Lawrence Foster in the spring of 1956, and the couple went on to have four 
children. Lucy has been recognized for her trailblazing eff orts in desegregating the 
Univ. of Alabama, and in 1988 the school lifted its expulsion. She opted to receive 
her master’s in education, attending the school at the same time as her daughter and 
graduating in 1992, with a scholarship established in her honor.

Born in New Haven, Connecticut, in 1852, Edward 
Alexander Bouchet is best known for becoming the 
fi rst African American to earn a doctorate degree in the 
United States (1876). The youngest of four children, 
Bouchet attended New Haven High School from 1866 
to 1868. He continued his education at the Hopkins 
Grammar School, where he studied mathematics 
and history in addition to learning Latin and Greek. 
Bouchet graduated valedictorian of his class from 
Hopkins in 1870. That fall, Bouchet entered Yale 
College (later renamed Yale University) in pursuit 

Shirley Chisholm was born Shirley St. Hill on 
November 30, 1924, in a predominantly black 
neighborhood in Brooklyn, New York. After 
graduating from Brooklyn College in 1946, she 
began her career as a teacher and went on to earn 
a master’s degree in elementary education from 
Columbia University. Chisholm served as director 
of the Hamilton-Madison Child Care Center from 
1953 to 1959, and as an educational consultant for 
New York City’s Bureau of Child Welfare from 
1959 to 1964.

of a bachelor’s degree—a remarkable endeavor for the time, as there were few 
opportunities for African Americans seeking higher education. After graduating 
from Yale with his bachelor’s in 1874, Bouchet stayed on for two more years and 
completed his Ph.D. in physics—making him the fi rst African American to earn a 
doctorate degree in the United States—in 1876. 

Despite his impressive achievement, Bouchet could not land a college professorship 
due to his race. He instead went to work at the School for Colored Youth in 
Philadelphia. For more than 25 years, Bouchet taught chemistry and physics at one 
of the few institutions that off ered African Americans a rigorous academic program. 
But the school changed its direction in 1902 to focus on off ering vocational 
training.  After leaving the school, Bouchet held a variety of jobs. He worked for 
Sumner High School in St. Louis, Missouri, and later for the St. Paul Normal and 
Industrial School in Virginia. From 1908 to 1913, Bouchet served as principal of 
Lincoln High School. In poor health, Bouchet retired from work and returned to 
his hometown of New Haven. He died there in 1918. Since his passing, Bouchet 
has received numerous honors. Yale University installed a tombstone to remember 
him in 1998, and the school’s Graduate School of Arts and Sciences established the 
Edward Alexander Bouchet Graduate Honor Society in his name. Yale also gives 
out the Bouchet Leadership Award to academics who help advance diversity in 
higher education.

In 1968, Shirley Chisholm made history by becoming the United States’ fi rst 
African-American congresswoman, beginning the fi rst of seven terms in the House 
of Representatives. After initially being assigned to the House Forestry Committee, 
she shocked many by demanding reassignment. She was placed on the Veterans’ 
Aff airs Committee, eventually graduating to the Education and Labor Committee. 

In 1969, Chisholm became one of the founding members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus. She went on to make history yet again, becoming the fi rst major-
party African-American candidate to make a bid for the U.S. presidency when she 



William Edward Burghardt Du Bois, better known 
as W.E.B. Du Bois, was born on February 23, 1868, in 
Great Barrington, Massachusetts. In 1885, he moved to 
Nashville, Tennessee, to attend Fisk University. It was 
there that he fi rst encountered Jim Crow laws and for 
the fi rst time he began to analyze the deep troubles of 
American racism. After earning his bachelor’s degree 
at Fisk, Du Bois entered Harvard University, where he 
completed his master’s degree. He was selected for a 
study-abroad program at the University of Berlin and 
while a pupil there, he studied with some of the most 

ran for the Democratic nomination in 1972. A champion of minority education and 
employment opportunities throughout her tenure in Congress, Chisholm was also 
a vocal opponent of the U.S. military draft. After leaving Congress in 1983, she 
taught at Mount Holyoke College and was popular on the lecture circuit.
“She was our Moses that opened the Red Sea for us,” Robert E. Williams, president 
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People in Flagler 
County, once said of Chisholm in an interview with The Associated Press. William 
Howard, Chisholm’s longtime campaign treasurer, expressed similar sentiments. 
“Anyone that came in contact with her, they had a feeling of a careness,” Howard 
said, “and they felt that she was very much a part of each individual as she 
represented her district.”

prominent social scientists of his day and was exposed to political perspectives 
that he touted for the remainder of his life.

While working as a professor at Atlanta University, W.E.B. Du Bois rose to 
national prominence when he very publicly opposed Booker T. Washington’s 
“Atlanta Compromise,” an agreement that asserted that vocational education for 
blacks was more valuable to them than social advantages like higher education 
or political offi  ce. Du Bois criticized Washington for not demanding equality for 
African Americans, as granted by the 14th Amendment. Du Bois fought what he 
believed was an inferior strategy, subsequently becoming a spokesperson for full 
and equal rights in every realm of a person’s life.

In 1903, Du Bois published his seminal work, The Souls of Black Folk, a collection 
of 14 essays. In the years following, he adamantly opposed the idea of biological 
white superiority and vocally supported women’s rights. In 1909, he co-founded 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and served as 
editor of its monthly magazine, The Crisis.

Assess your reading skills and do the below crossword without going back.  
Can you do it? 
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Across
1.Du Bois disagreed with Booker T. Washington’s  the “Atlanta ___________”
2. The _________petitioned the University on behalf of Lucy and Myer’s 
3.  Shirley Chisholm became the  rst Democratic party African American to bid for 
the U.S. ____________.
4.University of _________ was where W.E.B. Du Bois studied with the best Social 
Scientist of the day.

Down
1. University where Authoriine Lucy was barred until a judge ordered she be 
admi ed.
2. Field of study for Autherine Lucy’s masters degree
3. Yale gives the Bouchet Leadership Award for academics who help advance 
_________ in higher education
5 Monthly magazine of the NAACP.


